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TO  THE  BERBER  f 

The  circumstance  ofnvj  being  a  foreigner  icill  serve  to 
r  excuse  the  many  inaccuracies  in  my  language;  and  as  an 

'  excuse  for  not  alicays  treating  the  subject  seriously  1  say 

with  Juvenal: 

Who  could  avoid  making  it  satirical^ 
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liETTE^ 

TO 

MR.  WILLIAM  MACLURE, 

AT    MEXICO, 

CONCERNING  THE    STATE    OF    HIS    SCHOOL   OF    INDUSTRY  AT 
NKW-HAUMONYj  STATE  OF  INDIANA. 


NEW-HARMONY,  MARCH  5tH,  1830, 

When  I  left  you  in  Mexico,  JJ^  'jjlH"  ^"  fT  *^  N'^t 
Hapiuouy,  tot'  tlie  pu!iwycror<jl)Uiiiiii«^tlm  ayKJ^UUCl?  ueoes- 

ridlllNirr   in   hHillllTli    Ami^'i'^;  JTIf'   Huiia-L^  onAomvnv  tn  i'gp. 

wai'd  v(»»f  .hiei.}  tt><  well  ai»H.>'-owfi,  vou  i^ave  me  a  written 
explanation  of  your  v  isi.es,  from  which  the  following  is 
an  extract. 

"  There  is  a  certain  prejudice  in  all  countries  against 
every  thing  nev^;  for  all  those,  who  are  well  off  under  the 
old,  are  opposed  to  every  change,  fearing  that  tlieir  sum  of 
the  good  things  may  not  be  so  large  under  the  new  system 
as  under  the  old.  You  will  therefore  have  confidence  in 
what  you  sep^  not  in  what  you  lieai\  either  about  the  cha- 
racter of  the  School  at  New-h.armony,  or  any  of  the  teach- 
ers. The  most  of  those  who  pretend  to  be  friends  are 
jealous  of  our  success;  while  those  from  ignorance  and  bigo- 
try are  enemies  for  the  love  of  God  and  the  Christian  reli- 
gion; supposing  liy  destroying  an  establishment  not  founded 
on  the  salvation  of  souls,  is  serving  the  Lord,  and  from  the 
simple  deduction  common  with  the  superstitious,  benefiting 
mankind.  When  you  are  at  the  school  examine  you  alt 
thin^s;s  and  convince  yourself;  form  your  judgment  ac- 
eordingly,-' 
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r have  foil-owed  .vi) ti '..11(1  vice  in  every  respect.  I  ncvi'i 
allowed  niyseir  U>  b<^  led  by  any  tiiiiij;  1  heaid  iti  New  ()i- 
leaiH  ..i';.uiist  yoiir  InSitiUituHi,  and  the  niuunei-  in  whicli  it 
was  coillrnctcMl;  Imt  always  answered  thai  I  wonld  see,  ex- 
amine'a<itl  |i«lii:c  'o)i*  Juv^eir.  Kroni  the  leKer  w  hi(  h  1  ^v^oto 
yofi  M  that  lime,  you  w»)uUI  learn  thai  I  was  taken  ill  at 
New  Orleans  and  set  oil'  lor  New  llarmuny  before  I  re- 
covered. 

As  I  vas  unable  to  leave  the  bouse,  [  liad  to  confine  my 
observations  to  Mde.  Fretaireot's  sittin:;  room.  I  was  told 
ill  ^evv  Orleans  tiiat  there  were  only  three  scholars  and 
that  they  ran  about  in  the  fields  and  woods  and  played  all 
sortH  of  pnuiks.  I  iuimd  ten  of  them  who  rei^ularly  entered 
and  left  Madame's  room,  for  the  purpose,  as  she  said,  of 
going  to  their  lessons  or  >vork.  Justice  obliged  me  to  re- 
mark the  falsehood  of  the  New  Orleans  reports,  and  witii 
rej:ard  to  other  such  1  observed  the  old  maxim  of  !)elievin:; 
all  those  t(»  be  good,  which  have  not  been  proved  to  !m'  bad. 
,  Since  that  1  \)^^  u^^amined  your  establishment  iu  de- 
tail* with,  the  gr'Tttest  attention.  As  long  as  my  opinion 
about  it  was  unformed,  I  avoided  all  coiiimunication  villi 
tho:e  whnni  L  believed  »j[)po:ied  to  it,  even  wiih  your  broth- 
er, llovever,  !>efo.v,  L  [>ntceed  t«»  give  you  an  accoupL  <  i' 
the  state  of  your  i^chool  of  luditsfr/f  and  of  my  opinion  con- 
cerning it,  al!»»r/  me  to  recall  to  y  Mir  recollection  what  we. 
fixed  as  a  rule  in  talkini;  of  schcols  in  general  when  ii' 
Mexico. 

The  present  generation  is  unhappy.  We  ougbt  there- 
fore to  endeavor  to  give  posterity  the  means  of  rendering 
themselves  less  so.  What  was  ilie  cause  of  that  unhappi- 
'^css?     Ignorance  and  all  its  conse(|nences  so  hurtful  to  this 

ate,  because  it  gave  the  aristocracy  and  the  clergy  the 
lueaus  of  oppressing  antl  deceiving  the  people.  Many  true 
friends  to  mankind  have  discovered  and  attempted  to  re 
move  this  evil;  but  many  iiave  only  made  a  pretence  of 
iloing  so;  feigned  philanthrojiy,  because  it  w  as  popular  and 
likely  to  forvvanl  their  own  interests.  Very  unlike  tlu^ 
Helvetian  philanthropist  Fellenburg,  who  makes  ever\ 
thing  subservient  to  the  ailvancement  of  his  noble  purpose 
in  life,  without  regard  to  his  personal  aggrandizement. — 
There  are  few,  who  having  the  power  to  lyrannize  over  the 
people,  can  forbear  exercising  that  authovily,  thoiii^h  at  <he 
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same'  iliiu'  they  fnoiVss  their  wisli  to  instruct  them.  (Jtlicrs, 
leaUy  ('.('-.irons  v»i"  Ix'tieHtiiij;  tiif,  people,  are  uiiahle  oriiinvil- 
liiii;;  to  Kk'src:ul  Irnni  liseir  hiirh  estate  and  examine  lor  them- 
selves.  -.1  iiiv  plans,  wiiich  appear  exrelleiit  in  theory  are, 
liieret'ore.  I'ound  defec  tive  or  even  liurtfnl  in  practice;  and 
thus  (iiany  demtKiaiic  (^nthti.^iiiHta  un(h'r  tlie  pretence  of 
tetchin.'^  the  ()eo|.li:  their  own  power  ami  how  to  use  it,  do 
iiiore  haem  tlian  i;-ood;  ay,  tlu'if  aro  tlie  very  ones  to  arm 
the  i-rii'sthood  and  the  aristocracy  ai;ainst  tlieni.  On  the 
coiitriUN,  mauy  prirKiph'>  have  heen  n'amned  at  once  mere- 
ly he(  ause  t!if-e  p^endo-[)!rlanlhropists  e\[)laine(l  and  ap- 
plied thciji  wrurii::;.  Had  it  not  heen  foi"  such  peojdo  tlie 
voice  of  liyj)0(  lisv,  wITn  ii  prot  laims  i'^nurance  neccssuri/ 
ti)  the  pcaci'  antt  /uipjiincxs  of  i'lc  pvcrjlc,  \M)u1<1  have  heen 
silenced  loni^  a::;o.  \Vhat  (an  we  do  now  to  make  the  peo- 
ple sensihle  ot*  their  ri^lits  to  freedom  and  happiness? 

Let  us  counsel  them  to  actii^j,  let  us  exercise  their  hands^ 
enlii^hten  their  understandiu;:;  ami  ennohle>  tluir  hearis,  liiat 
thev  mav  love  and  practise  virtue,  liet  us  lav  hefore  theui 
their  abilities  and  m'cessitie>-.  lessen  \.\\\:  labor  hv  early 
e\erti(ui,  and  ihus  eu>ure  to  them  phvsical  suhsisteiu:e, 
uloiii^uilh  nient:  1  and  moral  iinpr(>ven)ent. 

To  lliis  enil  h'l  ':s  laki'  i.hc  pooi-  iiei:lecled  children  of  the 
lower  (ladies  at  an  eaily  ap;(\,  when  they  are  still  (apahle 
of  receivini;  i;e'jd  impressions,  and  let  us  try  what  we  can 
do  with  llieui!  J^et  n«,  pa: titularlv  in  tlie  L'nited  Stales, 
tomliine  Schoids  orA:r:iculliire  and  Indnsirv.  and  make  all 
without  distinotlosi  «roo(l  aj^ricultuj  isls.  Thus  \ve  shall  oh- 
tain  a  solid  basis,  ami  be  er»a!)led  even  at  t!ie  very  coni- 
xnenceu;(;nt  to  [uovide  the  food  and  part  of  the  cloihinj:;, 
nece-isary  for  them  and  ourselves.  Farther,  we  shall  lay 
the  best  foundation  to  a  irood  education:  for  everv  one 
knows  the  eiVect  of  airri(  ulture  in  ( ivilizinir  mankiiul.  At 
ihe  same  time  it  oilers  su(  h  a  varielv  of  o(cnj,ation,  that 
persons  of  every  ai;e  m»y  be  elVe(iiveiy  eni^a;;ed  accordinp; 
to  their  heahh,  strength  an<l  capacity.  Instruction  on2;ht 
to  be  coniifu'd  to  what  is  really  useful :  Ueadini;.  AVrititJg, 
Arithmetic,  the  eleuuMits  of  (ieometiv,  as  introductory  to 
land  surveying;,  and  An  liitei  tural  Drauinj;,  which,  for  many 
brandies  of  industrv  would  he  of  infinite  service;  Natural 
History,  (not  as  a  learned  system,  hiit  as  an  u-efnl  accom- 
paniment to  aj^riculture  aud  the  arts:)  I)r:iv.ini;  and  Music, 
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(particularly  singirii;'!  as  a  means  of  i^iviiii;  a  polisli  to  ed- 
ucation. At  a  nioic  advanced  ai;e,  when  the  years  have 
developed  the  [)o\vers,  every  pupil  slumhl  he  made  master 
of  at  le.i!?!,  one  mi'cijanical  art.  And  the  peculiar  talents  of 
each  ou^^lit  to  he  pailicularly  cultivated  without  reference 
to  hirth  or  foi  tune. 

Our  opinions  upon  tlie'^e  points  corresponded  exactly, 
\vlicn  [  ai^reed  to  your  [)i'oposal  to  visit  New-Harmony  and 
remain  there  some  time  in  order  to  ohtain  the  necessary  a«- 
«;i«.tancc  for  estahlishing;  schools  in  Spanish  America.  It 
was  this  similarity  in  (uir  views  which  principally  induced 
me  to  accede  to  your  propo>^al.  I  therelore  left  Mexico  on 
ihc  ;:itst  Novemhrr,  iH^\),  and  he;;an  a  journey  neither  de- 
void of  dillkulty  nor  liani^er  to  'Tampico  in  (uiU'r  to  «;o  to 
New  I  larmonv  hv  wav  of  New -Orleans.  J  infoimed  you 
\\  iiat  1  learned  in  the  ca|iital  of  Louisiana;  iuit  I  did  not 
fillow  myself  to  judii;e  l)y  rejKU'ts.  I  jjiomiscd  to  i^ive  you 
a  faithful  account  of  the  stale  in  w  lii(  h  1  foiuid  vour  8chot)l 
of  Industrv  at  N evv- Harmon v,  and  I  consider  mv^elf  not 
on\y  [Hn-ufi lit' (L  hwi  l/nii}i,'!  (o  make  that  statement  jnihlic. 

Your  situation  in  tije  luil'Ml  States,  where,  you  have  to 
opposf*  aristocrats  and  priest-,  and  where  you  are  known 
to  do  so,  must  render  it  necessary  for  you  to  avoid  any  thinir 
i'l  your  Institution  whi<  h  (ould  throw  su««pi(ion  on  your 
motives,  and  on:rht  to  ijiduce  vou  to  he  ( oti'^i'^tent  in  your 
actions  and  professions.  If,  w  as  not  snlVicient  for  you  to 
irive  monev  and  irood  wishes  alone.  You  should  choose 
your  assistants,  oui^ht  yourself  to  set  the  work  in  operation, 
ami  not  put  your  capital  into  the  hands  of  others  and  mere- 
ly require  the  interest  (i)e  it  money,  self-approbation,  or 
the  approbation  of  the  world)  like  a  rich  man  whose  funds 
increase  while  he  sleep-.  V'ou  will  doubtless  be  much 
surprised  to  hear  that  aiivone  shotild  blame  vou,  consider- 
in:r  [\v.i  <lisinterested  manner  in  which  vou  founded  vour 
School;  but  still  more  so  that  /,  your  frierul,  w  ho  sincerely 
admire  and  respect  you.  should  declare  oi)eidy  and  consci- 
ctif.i(»us]v,  that  unforliinalely  vou  deserve  this  ])lame  by 
your  blind,  thouii;h  amoni;  philanthropists  not  nncommon 
rontidence,  and  that  too  without  even  enjoyin;;  the  above- 
mentioned  advantai;e. 

When  you  <;ommenced  v(»ur  Institution,  several  distin- 
i;uished  men  joined  it,  certaiidy  from  a  wish  to  render  all 
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the  a«ssi&tance  in  their  j)o\\  er,  tind  not  from  sollish  molivos. 
You  louiid  Ihinirs  in  su(  li  a  ^taU'  as  cnahUMl  \(iii  to  com- 
raciKc  and  cariv  on  vt'iv  (oiisidt'iafjlc  uiiikMtukiiiirs.  Oi 
tlicj^e  men  two  are  still  here:  Thomas  Sny,  whose  distin- 
guished talents,  as  lonu;  as  lie  continues  only  to  vegetate 
liere,  are  lost  to  the  v.oild,'  on  jucoimt  vX  the  manner  in 
Avhicii  the  Institution  is  coiuhu ted|;  and  lA'sueui,  >v!io  lias 
been  ohliged  to  occiijiy  himself  in  a  maniu'r  iinsuitaole  t<j 
liis  well-known  talents,  and  u  hose  situation  for  the  last  year 
and  a  half  accuses  Wm.  Maclure  of  injustice,  thoni;h  his 
only  error  is  in  heing  too  weak  to  resist  certain  iujurious 
influence.  The  (  hunniiii^,  useful,  and,  for  .\nierica,  beanli- 
i'ul  proj)erty,  which  the  iui^enious,  tiieoretical  llapp  and 
the  People's  friend  linhert  Ova'u.  sold  you,  has  become  an 
Auirean  Stable,  oidv  dislinirnished  bv  its*  dis:iirreeahle  elllu- 
via.  When  you  purchased  part  of  New-Ilarniony  your 
intention  was,  1  believe,  to  heiielit  the  low  ei- classes  as  much 
as  possible,  l)y  eslahlishiui;  a  he  hool  of  Imlusdy,  in  v  Inch 
the  pupils  were  to  be  fed.  clothed,  instructed  and  educated 
gratis.  Vou  excluded  the  I'.ii^her clashes,  j)rob'ably  liccause 
you  were  not  aware,  that  in  order  to  improve  society  it  is 
necessary  tc»  keeo  the  education  of  ihe  twc»  extreu.e  <  lasses 

ft.  I 

in  view.  An  axis  without  [xdes  is  nonsense:  and  if  in 
other  places  the  aristocracy  aie  |jrond  of  their  asses"  skins, 
Ihev  are  still  more  so  in  free  America  of  tlieli*  mom  \ . 
There  are  therefore  extremes  here  as  elsewhere,  aiul  I 
think  it  would  l)e  well  it  ibev  were  both  Uioditied.  And 
yet  we  rest  ccmteuted  with  poor  schocds. 

You  fouiuled  an  luslitutioii  and  irave  the  cliar're  ofvor.r 
per^cmal  business  and  the  ailair^  of  the  schocd  into  the 
hands  of  stia niters,  who  coinj)osed  a  c onununity,  amouii; 
whom  there  were  several  excellent,  luit  %erv  unijiisiness- 
like  men.  Their  nianairement  is  xaid  not  to  have  been  the 
best;  hut  slill  it  was  not  the  laanai^eaient  of  had  men.  You 
learni'd  from  a  third  person,  by  wl:om  1  was  also  informed, 
lliat  this  community  rai»  thioiii;b  8l(»0()  nnn-e  than  your 
yearly  income.  Youthen  Iroke  it  up  and  i;a\e  tiie  mau- 
aii-enu'nt  of  vour  estate  and  schocd  into  th'^  hands  id*  the 
denunciator.  15ut,  \\\\  wcjithv  friend,  did  vou  examine 
well  w  liether  this  iVladame  Maria  ])uclos  Fretageot,  who 
vas  so  carefid  ahout  your  interest,  was  not — ! — ?— how 
bhnJl  I  express  myself? — was  uo(  rrnstnlcii.     Theic   art 
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some  pcrsoiif;  wlio  call  hcv  roiichict  not  error  inu  somoiliini; 
very  diflVrcnt,  jiiid  \vlio  think  tiini,  considorliip:  lier  former 
lite  nnd  Iitr  .situation  in  tin:  Krrnrli  poTne,  she  was  not  rle 
.serviiiiT  the  coniidence  von  plac  «m1  in  her. 

i  am  far  from  accnsinir  Aide.  Fretaiieol  of  thin'rs  \vhi('h  I 
know  little  or  nothini;  nhont.^  Jinf  it  njojears  to  me,  that 
snch  a  reputatiiui,  even  if  false,  oni^ht  to  have  induced  you 
to  examine  her  denunciation;  hot  never,  if  von  reirarded 
your  School,  to  put  such  person  at  the  head  of  it.  As  far 
as  niv  opinion  i:oes  1  (an  onlv  sav,  that  in  conversation 
with  Madame  Fretai;eot  1  have  often  discovered  the  most 
!i;ross  contradictions,  when  she  sjxikc  of  her  transactions  in 
l*aris.  'Fhis  is  so  well  known  amom^the  pnjiils,  that  they 
make  use  of  the  wcud  slips,  to  one  another,  in  her  piesence, 
io  denote  that  their  iiiiatvpss  hns  a^^nin  deviated  from  the 
truth.     Kut  let  us  return  to  vonr  School  of  Industry. 

I  arrived,  as  I  told  you  already,  at  Harmony  in  ill  liealtli. 
you  may  he  sure  1  could  not  ohserve  much  in  the  two 
rooms  to  which  I  was  contined,  hut  still  it  w as  enou2;!i  to 
ascertain,  in  some  measure,  the  charr.cter  of  the  mistress  of 
flic  Institution,  which  vas  my  main  ohject.  The  lioys 
came  and  went  rei:ularly,  as  Madame  Kreta2;eot  said, 
from  and  to  their  lessons  and  work.  Of  course  1  could 
vivA  help  remarking  the  rude  and  yul;;ar  hehaviour  of  a  lady, 
V  ho  j)retended  to  have  frequented  the  first  circles  and  hest 
society  in  Paris:  how  could  1  possihly  a\ oid  ohservins;  be- 
fore 1  had  heen  half  a  day  there,  that  her  favorite  terms  of 
endearment  to  her  jjupils  were:  b^te^  bt^ton,  i^rosfte  hftc,]'  etc; 
and  that  she  did  many  thinijjs  which  decorum  does  not  per- 
mit even  in  an  antiquated  beauty,  besides  many  vuli;arities, 
w hich  it  would  be  vulvar  to  repeat.  Hut  all  this  does  not 
si;;nify,  because  she  niii^ht  be  a  very  2;ood.  thouu;h  a  vuli;ar 
Avoman;  but  the  head  of  a  srhool  oui;ht  not  oidy  to  he  a  i^ood 
woman,  but  a  person  of  polite  manners.  Madame  Freta- 
::;eot  seems  to  think  that  liberality  consists  in  the  most  vul- 
var rudeness;  but  I  conceive  that  a  person  may  be,  as  you 
my  friend  are,  a  vciy  liberal  man  and  yet  possess  urbanity 

*  WrrtiTTtffanl.tn  hrr '•rinjir  nn  njiinl  in  \ht  nnnrt^  pTtlitr*  "■•»  '•^-■Tirri  InhrtW 
■""■■"'■^  »WIi> ,  ^y  iDfar'"  "f  'l"iTmn«nln,  Xo  provr  .fjij*""-  ^^'  •.r,„..o.nn,.  .,■■  bw*- 
piwH.  Bw41  Bhnll  ytl^rr  ..rheae  ru'anfaiK>fop»  the  American»fiublif  j  .who  must  b» 
MMini^t"tu  jfli'l'ht  {nutttdinga  uf  aiJi'/iy. 

I  Booby;  animal;  great  booby. 
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ftnd  pollleness.  I  also  witnessed  the  dismissal  of  James^ 
I5ennett,  whom  Madame  Fretageot  sent  away  on  account 
of  his  following  hi'v favorite  agent  A.  W***  into  tlie  cellar, 
a»the  hoy  has  often  seen  his  schoolfellow  Achille  Freta- 
geot do,  in  order  to  get  a  couple  of  apples.  The  true  his- 
tory of  this  I  learnt  afterwards,  for  the  Restorer  of  the- 
^Imerican  *N'atioiiy  w  ith  her  usual  regard  for  truth,  deviated 
a  little  from  the  straight  road  in  hen  relation  of  tlie  circum- 
stance to  me.  The  hoy  found  a  situation  the  same  day  in 
Mr.  Moflet's  store.  As  he  had  had  the  charge  of  the  print- 
ing office,  the  Disseminator  now  got  into  great  disorder. 
The  tirst  numher,  which  should  have  appeared  on  the  t6th 
of  January,  was  not  ready  for  the  press  oi»  the  24th,  and  so 
with  the  following  numhers,  till  the  day  heforc  yesterday; 
and  thus  this  valuahic  production  was  for  a  while  lost  tO 
the  world,  hecause  J.  Bennett  followed  A.W***,  Madam»i 
Fretageot's  man  of  husiness,  into  the  cellar  and  asked  Iiim, 
prohably  in  rather  au  improper  manner,  for  a  couple  of 
apples. 

In  the  mean  time  T  hecame  convalescent,  andj  not  wish • 
ing  to  be  idle,  I  occupied  myself  in  the  manner,  which  1 
helieved  would  best  forward  the  object  which  you  and  \. 
intended  this  journey  should  do.  You  Wrote  to  Madame 
Fretageot  and  desired  her  to  render  me  every  assistance  in 
her  power  in  the  printing  office,  where  1  had  au  object 
equally  important  for  you  and  myself,  1  must  confess  she 
never  said  any  thing  to  prevent  me;  on  the  contrary  she  al- 
ways promised  every  thing,  wiiirh  I  requested,  but  in  real- 
ity she  threw  so  many  obstacles  in  my  way,  that  I  am  this 
<lay  no  nearer  our  object  than  1  was  when  1  arrived  in  New 
Orleans.  But  I  shall  speak  of  this  in  another  place,  for  I 
shall  go  more  into  detail  after  relating  what  is  the  aspect 
of  the  School  of  Industry. 

To  make  the  whole  clear  from  beginning  to  end  in  a  few 
words^  1  must  explain  to  you  that  the  accounts  which  you 
have  received  R)r  the  last  year  and  a  half  since  you  have 
been  in  Mexico,  are  untrue,  as  not  a  single  word  of  what 
you  told  and  wrote  me  proves  on  examination  to  be  consis- 
tent with  facts.  If  there  were  the  least  shadow  of  education 
in  your  Institution  I  should  blame  you  for  not  making  in- 
struction subservient  to  education  and  for  not  making  the 
mechanical  arts  assist  the  insiinction;  otherwise  you  would 
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make  three  .separate  if  not  opposite  institutions.  But  the 
jiupils  really  receive  no  education  in  your  establishment, 
unless  Madame  Fretageofs  favorite  terms:  bete,groifse  ht-tt, 
etc.,  may  be  considered  as  such,  or  the  half  masculine,  hall' 
feminine  compliment,  which  she  made  to  Zavala  in  my 
])resence.  If  you  see  the  boys  alone,  which  is  generally 
the  case,  as  Madame  deems  all  charge  of  them  unnecessary, 
you  hear  the  most  indecent  jokes  and  most  vuli^ar  oaths. 
The  greatest  part  of  them  are  under  restraint  in  her  pres- 
ence; but  if,  as  happened  in  the  time  of  the  pupil  Mumford, 
who  has  since  left,  a  spirit  of  discontent  was  observable, 
Madame  cunningly  invited  them  into  her  room  and  regaled 
them  with  cider,  something  gooti  to  eat,  and  related  anec- 
dotes,  which  pleased  them  so  well  that  they  only  whisper- 
ed "  slips'^  every  two  or  three  minules. 

Walk  into  the  eating  room  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
What  a  sight  the  table  presents?  At  one  end  a  disgusting 
dish  of  potatoes  left  from  the  former  meal  mashed  up  with 
sour  milk,  which  had  been  creamed  for  Madame's  coflee; 
at  the  other  end  you  see  the  grown  boys  drinking  coflee  and 
eatinj:  bread  and  meat,  l^ut  w^.v  this  difference?  The 
elder  boys  probably  have  the  hardest  work?  On  the  con- 
trary.  the  younger  boys  have  all  the  chopping,  sawing  and 
splitting  of  the  wood  for  the  house,  whereas  the  elder  boys 
only  set  types. 

Let  us  go  at  j  o'clock  to  dinner,  wliich  consists  all  the 
year  round  of  salt  pork  and  potatoes.  The  table  cloth  and 
])lafes  are  dirty,  you  hear  every  boy  eating  twenty  steps  off*, 
as  he  learnt  from  Madame  in  her  room.  The  whole  care 
that  is  taken  of  the  boys  is  to  prevent  them  from  snatching 
the  victuals  from  one  another's  mouths;  but  no  one  tells 
them  to  eat  with  their  fork  instead  of  their  fingers,  or  that 
personal  cleanliness  is  a  virtue.  I  must  tell  you,  by  the 
way,  that  several  pupils,  among  the  rest  Josf  Lopez,  from 
Mexico,  Manuel  Zavala  from  Heal  del  Monte,  and  James 
Fisher  after  repeated  remarks  had  to  cut  lueir  hair  to  get 
rid  of  the  vermin.  You  tobl  me,  you  always  ate  with  the 
pupils  during  your  residence  in  Harmony,  where,  accord- 
ing to  a  letter  which  you  wrote  to  Miss  ,  there  is  rm 

harmony.  Why  does  not  the  head  of  the  Instilution  do 
so  too,  and  thus  ])roduce  order  and  good  breeding  among  the 
jiupils.      Arc  the   poor  fellows  too  much  beneath  her? 
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That  would  be  singular  indcedl  tlm  pnnp  piiiUliLU"mTJrg#; 
^^^^^yJpt^^''^qjTO^'l^n-r^fcj^11ffllllM^i  tjiii  bigrTinfr^iT  iriHt 
li Aiyiii n  iVtiinV rnUi.  ik.  B  ■  ■ — ,  in  Parici  m  Im  iwn  i'in\ISlir.ll1T^fap 
Msngaawiti  qiHU'mifa,.  Is  this  the  way  to  improve  youth  and 
to  rid  it  of  prejudice?  Surely  not,  unless  Madame  Freta- 
s;eot  has  discovered  ac  educating  machine,  which  works 
iiccretly  and  for  which  she  means  to  take  out  letters  patent. 
But  any  one  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  Insti- 
tution for  some  days,  as  I  have  done  for  some  months,  w  ill 
find  that  this  machine  has  not  the  desired  efl'ect. 

Madame  Kretageot's  son  Achille  is  a  specimen  of  her 
abilities  in  educating.  I  presume  you  have  already  heard 
of  the  tricks  which  he  played  in  New  Orleans,  where  he 
told  one  of  your  friends,  who,  1  have  no  doubt,  will  have  no 
objection  to  repeat  it.  that  his  moihtv  abandoned  {not  \eh) 
him  at  the  age  of  nine  years  to  go  to  America,  whither  he 
only  followed  four  years  ago.  As  the  son  of  the  principal, 
who  tries  by  word  and  deed  to  show  that  she  is  the  propri- 
etor, he  considered  himself  entitled  to  privileges  which  I 
for  one  did  not  choose  to  grant  him ;  during  Mr.  Lesuer's 
drawing  lesson  the  boy  became  so  insolent,  that  when  1  told 
h''  .  !l.at  he  ought  to  take  better  care  of  your  property,  (it 
was  the  model  which  he  was  copying,)  he  made  use  of  a])u 
sive  language.  His  mother  said  uothing  to  him,  but  told  mr, 
as  she  was  incapable  of  managing  him,  that  I  should  give 
him  a  good  box  oft  the  ear.  This  I  was  forced  to  do  the 
very  next  dayjand  Madame  Fretageot  saw  noTother  re- 
source, as  she  could  not  get  rid  of  me,  than  to  send  her  sou 
to  Mr.  l^ocke's  school  at  Cincinnati,  in  order  to  receive  a 
better  education  than  she  was  capable  of  giving  him.  But 
how  can  any  one  trust  a  teacher  who  is  incapable  of  educa- 
ting her  ow^n  son;  who  coaxes  the  elder  boys  with  rider, 
anecdotes  and  her  rude  example,  and  who  terrifies  the 
younger  ones  with  the  rod. 

I  shall  therefore  say  no  more  about  education  but  proceed 
to  instruction.  I  am  sorry  to  be  able  to  give  no  better  ac- 
count of  it  than  of  the  education.  I  am  sadly  afraid  that 
you  have  been  bamboozled,  as  well  as  I.  You  assured  me 
that  I  should  find  in  Madame  Fretageot  the  inventor  of  a 
superior  system  for  teaching  mathematics,  and  the  pupil  of 
Henry  Pestalozzi,  the  Swiss  philanthropist.  But  Madame 
being  aware,  that  fewof  Pestalozzi's  early  pupils  were  un 
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koQWU  to  mc,  acIvno\v\^d^;(l  tliat  she  was  only  acqualnltH! 
"^vH)!  Je^l;al(jj3&i^,by  hearsay!  .  Her  celehri|Lte(\.^^th(j^y,s  an 
imj^ovement  01.1  the  plan  of  demonstcatiDg  sTze  ,'ancf  numlji;r 
to  the  senses,  and  was  introduced  by  AVjn,  Jiliiq^i^pal  and 
only  lately  brought  into  notice  by  a  pamphlet,  as  I  am  in- 
formed in  a  letter  from  a  friend  of  mine.     xMadame  when 
pressed  by  unanswerable  facts,  confessed  that  she  learned 
all  she  knows  on  this  head  from  Mr.  Phiquepal;  but  it  is 
very  little.     She  is  alwiivs  taVkinir  to  vou  about  her  knowU 
edge  of  mathematics:  and  in  what  does  it  consist?     In  know- 
ii^g  the  four  iirst  rules  in  arithmetic,  in  being  able  to  multi- 
ply a  number  by  itself,  and  in  measuring  angles  with  good 
instruments:   An  exemplification  of  the  ancient  proverb:  cx' 
nns;nc  leonem.     Before  her  son  went  to  Cincinnati  to  be 
educated  she  went  tiirouirh  the  four  first  rules  with  him 
according  to  her  method.     Both  scholar  and  mistress  mul- 
tiplied the  sum  73,^U1  in  their  heads,  and  as  Madame  had 
always   maintained  tliat   her's  was  the  quickest  possible 
method,  I   multiplied  it   myself  on  paper.     1  began  after 
them  and  fi.nished  before  them.     1  remarked  this  to  Mde. 
and  she  exclaimed.   '•^0!  that  is  easilif  explained!  yon,  made 
vse  of  al^i^ebra.^^     That  is  as  much  as  to  say,  if  I  understand 
th?  learned   Lady  correctly,  that  I  converted  73,291   into 
a  +  b,  etc.  and  multiplied    by  a+b   to   obtain   the   product 
;V-  +  2  al)  +  l)^,  which  I  again  had  to  convert  into  the  number 
531,53/,6Sl.     That  would  be  indeed  s^ppooing  tho  orook- 
vd  iini?  iti.1  Jta  the  shortest  way /from-  ■  eiio  pttiut  4o-aH#U»er. 
Up  )n  the  whole  tliough,  I  must  confess  that  Mr.    Phique- 
pal's  method,  if  the  teacher  himself  knows  it  and  is  able 
to  instruct  upon  that   plan,  is  highly  useful  for  children, 
and  he.  does  not  pretend  that  it  should  do  more. 

It  would  carry  me  too  far  if  I  were  to  bring  forward  ex- 
amples to  prove  that  this  learned  woman  presents  to  the 
observer  not  a  few  monstrosities  in  thedevelopement  of  her 
learned,  because  obscure  logic,  and  of  her  very  evident 
morals.  You  also  told  me.  that  Madame  Fretageot  gave 
lessons  herself  in  French  and  mathematics,  and  superinten- 
ded ill  tlie  other  instruciion.  Since  I  have  been  here  and,  as 
Madime  confesses,  for  the  last  year,  she  has  given  no  les- 
sons at  all;  and  I  can  prove  by  the  testimony  of  teachers, 
V,  ho  had  been  more  tlian  li;ilf  a  year  with  her,  that  during 
'h[}\  period  slie  only  gave  P*^****,  formerly  a  pupil,  but 
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BOW  in  pay  and  service,  two  mathematical  lessons,  and  to 
the  others  in  all  twenty  French  lessons,  just  about  enough 
to  teach  her  favorite  expressions.  Htill  worse,  she  forbid 
one  of  the  teachers,  Mr.  C****,  from  giving  them  instruc- 
tion in  Arithmetic,  though  he  offered  to  do  it  for  nothing, 
because  many  of  the  grown  pupils  who  felt  the  necessity 
of  it  had  requested  him  to  do  so. 

Since  your  absence,  the  teachers  who  have  been  hero 
are  as  follows: 

(d.)  Mr.  C********.  lie  was  able  to  hold  out  with 
the  principal  for  some  time.  It  is  a  pity  for  the  well  being 
of  nations  that  great  geniuses  are  generally  bad  teachers, 
as  the  progress  of  the  few  pupils  in  your  School  proves  to 
be  the  case.     After  C*s  departure,  all  instruction  was  set  Ir 

aside  for  two  or  three  months. 

{B.)  Miss  C**«****T******,  the  daughter  of  a  tal- 
ented engraver  was  the  next,  and  your  whole  favorite 
School  colored  engravings  most  sublimely.  The  engra- 
vings for  JMichaux's  Silva  Americuva^  the  copyright  of 
which  you  bought,  were  colored  by  p****^^*,  admirably 
true  to  nature;  but  1  do  not  understand  why  Madame  did 
not  turn  his  ability  to  better  account  by  coloring  children's 
ixictui'e  books,  wliich  might   have   broHght  in  a  tolerable 
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profit.     While  the  coloring. gcjiiiufi  of  the  pupils,  was. thus     *^  *^''  \* 
expanding,  of  course  their  other  acquirements  were  left  to    "  "*  •' ^^ 
their  fate.     But  all  pedagogical  revolutionists  have  their      •,      '  ***'*"* 
sublime  views  of  thini^rs,  which  men  of  mere  common  sense      .*   ** 
cannot  comprehend.     In  the  mean  time  Miss   T's  rcigii  *^       *"'  ^^^'^ 
came  in  three  months  to  an  end.  *»  t-^*  "♦   O^ 

(C)  Mrs.  T.G.  C****  gave  instruction  in  music  and  draw-       *  ^    • " 
ing  and  held  out  for  seven  months,  but  at  the  expiration  of     <  ^•m*>\|^ 
that  period  she  left  the  establishment,  because  she  found  it  ^:^  ♦  ^%>\\  « 
necessary  either  to  educate  the  mistress  herself  or  to  man-  .^'* 

age  the  pupils  according  to  that  Lady's  method,  neither  of 
w  hich  she  chose  to  do. 

(D.)  Mr  T.  (jr.  C****  G;ave  lessons  in  reading,  Mriiing, 
natural  philosophy,  &c.  But  he  had  only  the  siood  fortuue 
to  remain  eight  months,  for  he  took  upon  himself,  as  I  men- 
tioned befo.e,  to  teach  what  Madame  would  not  teach  be- 
cause she  probably  considered  herself  too  great  an  adept  to 
demean  herself  by  teaching  children. 

[E.)  In  the  samo  time  a  young  and  well  informed  En- 
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'  glishman,  Mr. ,  whose  remittance  had  not  been  punc- 

tual, gave  instruction  in  readini;,  merely  to  enjoy  the  above- 
mentioned /are,  without  farther  pay,  lor  three  v\eeks. 
After  these  teachers  left,  there  were  seven  months  of  spi- 
'  ritual  famine  in  the  School  of  Harmony,  like  the  seven  years 

1  of  famine  in  E^ypt,  until,  like  Pharoah,  Mde.  Fretageot 

exalted  her  chancellor  to  he  director  and  inspe'^tor  of  the 
{  School.     A.  W***  has  now  been  teaching  the  pupils  read- 

ing, writing,  arithmetic,  geography,  while  the  too  obliging 
\  Lesuer  gives  lessons  in  drawing.     Ws  situation  is  worthy 

*  of  farther  remark.     This  young  man  was  a  pupil  when  you 

left,  but  thanks  to  his  education  he  is  now  a  great  scholar: 

!»  '  that  is  he  can  read  tolerably  well,  write  tolerably  ill,  and  has 

cot  as  far  as  the  rule  of  three  in  arithmetic.  He  teaches  as 
well  as  his  abilities  allow.  He  is  the  man  of  business  and 
supplies  the  place  of  old  Mr.  G**,  who  managed  your  af- 
fairs, when  vou  left.  This  leaves  Mde.  Fretaireot  more 
at  liberty  to  act  as  she  chooses.  It  is  a  pity  that  he  should 
lose  so  much  valuable  time  in  helping  to  waste  your  proper- 
ty and  in  acquiiing  deservedly  or  undeservedly  a  name, 
;  which  is  so  despicable  that  even  a  rascal  would  blush  to 

.  /  bear  it:  that  of  a  m y  lover  of  Madame,  who  does 

^  ^y  y,^  y^  not  attempt  to  conceal  even  the  appearance  of  it  4?  ha»e 
SjlJ^  inys4af  huon  nrwpgl  timuo  with  A\L*JL!L^ind  p**r.*»*  io  her 
^^T^JTT*^*  ehambei'4  which  communicatcn  immediately  with  W^s  sleep- 
^^ff^  ^WHMA^^^  j„Q^. .m,^y,i^.  f^^f^^,  fomitl  her  w rJUing  about  f^hofi^  ooit  qui  mat 

'2i  ' "^^  ^  J^hf**^*"*'J  in  *'"r  ^h^fTfg'*;  she,  f;iHit'"!ied  to  -iliituLg-withimt 

^  0^€a tv •    ^^^M^^uftg^  all  incommoded  hy-owi-pj.'esejica:  several  havo-ex- 

^^  ^*'^^^y^)CT!(  need  the   y-rtme  peculiarly_gc>Qd  fortu»e.     The  tittle- 

^MJJ*«^*'4««^  tattle  of  the  tea  parties  was  for  a  long  time  sure  to  be  about 

1^ /^iftm^u^   Mde.  Fretageot;  but  peo|>le  now  have  ceased  to  wonder  at 

t»/AC<ifc^  AM   lier  strange  conduct.     It  is  impossible  to  discover  as  yet 

JitA^m  what  is  true  and  what  is  false,  in  all  that  I  hear  about  her. 

'  But  how  can  you  suppose  that  respectable  and  conscientious 

*  parents  should  send  their  sons  to  an  institution,  the  head  of 

w  hich  is  charged  truly  ovfalsebj  with  takitig  advantage  of 
inexperienced  youth? 

1  shall  now  proceed  to  give  you  a  list  of  the  lessons  of 

the  pupils.     In  the  morning,  from  6  to  half  ])ast  0,  geogra- 

'.  phy,  of  which  neither  master  nor  scholars  know  any  thing; 

1  IV(Mn  half  past  6  to  7  writing,  both  lessons  by  A.  W***. 

Kro'ii  7  to  9  drawing  by  Mr.  Lesuer,  who  has  no  command 
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over  the  children.  Their  pro2;res.s  is  in  coiiscquenre  small. 
Madame  declares  they  draw  adrairahly  from  nature;  hut 
blames  Lesuer  for  not  heinij;ahle  to  keep  them  in  order.  1 
thought  so  myself  at  first,  and  ^vrot,e  to  you  (hat  this  was 
Lesuer's  fault;  however,  what  I  mentioned  ahove  will  ex- 
plain to  you,  u'hji  my  views  are  (hanged.  In  the  evening, 
from  5  to  7?  reading  and  arithmetic,  hy  Mr.  W*  *  *,  com- 
pletes the  day.  Let  us  now  examine  what  the  children 
know.  To  ascertain  this  you  ouj^ht  to  i^o^  during  their  les- 
sons,  unexpectedly,  and  examine  them  /fourself.  There 
you  find  one  boy,  John  McCuUogh,  11  years  of  age,  w  ho 
<;an  read  and  ce)unt  hettev  than  his  teacher;  hut  who  kt»ew 
still  more  1.*)  months  ago  when  he  came  to  the  Institution. 
Of  the  rest,  Lyman  Lyons,  18  years  of  age,  reads  tolerably, 
is  in  arithmetic  as  far  as  suhti  action,  writes,  as  they  all  do, 
badly;  but  makes  very  considerahle  [)rogress  in  drawing. 
James  Wehster,  18  years  of  age,  who  has  heen  7  months 
in  the  Institution,  chops  wood  and  sometimes  goes  twice  a 
day  to  bring  timher  ii  miles  distant;  he  (an  road  tolerahly 
and  is  in  hopes,  some  lime  soon,  to  learn  arithmetic.  Mad- 
dison  has  talrnts  f(»r  drawing,  hut  is  too  self-willed  to  at- 
tend to  his  teacher.  His  self-will  is  stren::tliened  hv  Mde. 
Fretageol's  mode  of  (non)  education,  and  he  has  learned 
nothing  hui  writing  ill  and  reading.  Madame's  two  ne- 
phews, Vetvv  and  Victor  Duclos,  are  equally  ii:;norant  w  ith 
the  rest;  only  that  the  first  promises  to  draw  landscapes 
well;  he  possesses  talents  and  a  desire  to  improve.  Jame^ 
Fisher,  a  hoy  1)  years  of  age,  is  employed  as  scullion,  and 
T)r(miises  to  make  great  progress  backirnrds  in  cleanliness. 
*^rhe  two  Mexicans,  Lopez  and  /avala,  have  heen  two 
years  here,  have  learned  to  speak  English;  the  former  has 
forgotten  his  mother  tongue  partly,  and  the  latter  entirely. 
They  hoth  write,  hutthev  Isave  the  nusfortune  in  common 
with  Victor  Dnclo'^.  cuilv  to  he  ahle  to  imitate  the  letters, 
without  knowing  their  names,  lope/,  who  is  14,  will 
soon  hegin  to  learn  arithmetic.  It  is  supposed  to  he  a  cou- 
ple of  years  too  soon  vet  i'nv  Zavala,  who  is  9  vears  of  ai^e. 
You  see  thai  the  instruc  lion  of  the  pupils  is  nearly  as  much 
neglected  as  their  education.  Ibit  you  mn«it  not  suppose 
that  the^e  les-ions  are  given  regularly,  as  (hopping  wood 
for  Madame  generally  interrupts  sonse  of  their  les«cii3  dai- 
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ly.  Lot  us  now  examine  n liat  aits  tlioy  leain  in  the  Sclioo) 
of  Industry.  1  expected  to  see  a  variety  of  trades  tan'];lit 
so  as  to  make  the  school  support  itself.  But  I  was  mista- 
ken, for  1  only  found  Mr.  Heal,  a  carpenter,  who,  sinca 
Achille  Fretai^oet's  departure,  has  two  hoys  under  his 
charge:  Victor  Duclos  and  Lopez,  who  have  hesides  to 
chop  wood.  They  look  on  while  their  master  makes  some 
repairs  iu  your  houses,  and  assist  in  carryini:;  wood,  stones, 
the  tools,  &c.  Mr.  Beal  would  williuj^ly  U'uch,  hut  what 
is  he  to  employ  them  at  in  order  to  make  t;ood  carpenters 
of  them?  The  printins;  on  the  contrary  is  the  chief  thin*;. 
For  some  days  past  there  has  hecn  aij;ood  compositor,  who 
will  remain  as  Ions;  as  he  sees,  hears  and  savs  nothins: 
ahout  the  establishment.  He  sets  the  types  for  your  jour- 
nal of  useful  knowledge,  the  DisseiuinatoVy  and  since  his 
arrival  every  thing  goes  very  well  in  the  printing  office. 
He  has  three  of  the  eldest  pupils  under  his  care,  who  set 
types  and  run  about  the  building.  You  wished  to  have 
some  school  books  printed  in  Spanish,  and  you  wrote  to 
inform  Madame  of  it.  But  your  agent  did  not  think  pro- 
per to  second  your  wish.  1  shall  say  nothing  about  the 
printing  ollice,  but  give  you  some  idea  of  tlie  state  of  the 
Disseminator.  You  told  me,  that  in  18:iU  there  were 
SUO  suhscril)ers;  but  you  were  deceived,  for  tiiere  were  on- 
ly 20;  I  sent  you  a  list  of  them  in  my  last  letter.  This  year 
there  arc  12,  not  on  account  of  Madame's  reputation,  but 
liccause  the  journal  is  conducted  as  follows: 

Since  January,  1838.  it  contains  nothing  but  a  few  geo- 
metrical problems,  which  none  of  the  scholars  understand; 
extracts  from  English  and  American  journals,  wiiich  almost 
every  one  possesses;  Mirabaud's  System  of  Nature,  which 
was  translated  into  Knglish  ten  years  ago,  and  which,  since 
the  10th  of  March,  1828,  or  in  other  words  since  the  9th 
number  of  that  year,  has  occupied  all  the  succeeding  num- 
bers and  continues  to  occupy  them  this  year.  Your  politi- 
cal views  and  letters  from  Mexico  constitute  another  per- 
manent article.  Concerning  the  first  I  shall  sav  nothing; 
but,  with  regard  to  the  second,  you  certainly  appear  to  me 
to  have  viewed  the  Mexicans  through  a  camera  ohscura, 
which  we  know  alters  the  perspective.  Who  would  be 
willing  to  pay  for  a  paper  in  which  only  the  title  is  worthy 
of  attention?     Only  take  tho  trouble  to  examine  your  sub- 
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crription  list.  So  mndi  for  yojir  School  of  Industry, 
Thouij;h,  stop !  L  Hai^ot  to  mention,  that  Mr.  A.  \V*** 
gives  the  pul)lic  nii  o|»()()ituiiity  of  inlialiiii;  liis  intoxicatin:^ 
gas  lor  six  and  a  ioiirth  ( eiit*^. 

A  Tier  h^arnins;  how  your  Sciiool  :roes  on,  1  *^lioiild  think 
you  would  be  i;hi(l  to  hear  something;;  about  its  expenses.  ir\ 
order  to  see  whether  Madame  Kreia^eot  mh^  woithy  of  the, 
coiilidenre  vou  phited  in  her,  ami  whether  she  improved  on 
lier  predecessors.  You  know .  IVoni  what  you  saw  at  Kel- 
lenher2;'s,  that  a  Scluud  ofluchistry  ouiihi  to  sujtjxirt  itselt* 
at  fn>.t,  and  aflevwards  briiiii;  in  some  [n-olits,  it  it  is  uell 
maiiaired.  Ton  are.  i)i()l)ahlv,  aheadv  aware  that  it  has 
not  heen  a  means  of  iHcreuslvs;  y«»nr  (apital;  let  us  make  :i 
calculation,  to  see  whether  it  has  not  been  a  means  of  de- 
creasivs;  it. 

I.  The  clothini;,  Avhicb,  at  the  lowest  calcula- 
tion, costs  yearly  Sr*  for  each,  makes,  including; 
\V**'  and'  p**»**»^    ^ho   are    better   clotlicd 

than  the  others,  -  -         -         -         -      S      OO 

II.  Von  told  me  that  the  food  costs  3  cents. 
But  as  there  are.  daily,  14-  persons  vv!u»  sit  down 
to   table,   iucludin-;    Madame,   ihe  whole  will 

amount  to  about      --...-       Ij3  30 

III.  The  expense  of  books,  paper,  pens,  ink, 
tools  and   the   like,   we    shall   reckon    a  year 

only  at ^  (50 

1  V  The  2;as,  and  other  chemical  experiments, 
bave  cost,  for  the  last  two  months,  about  5 10, 
and  will  cost  each  vear TiO 

t 

V.  Tlie  types  <lestroypd  amount  to  -         -  10 

\[.   The  jiapei  for  3()t)  copies  of  the  /i/x.svwz- 
initt(n\    costs   yearly,    (at    S3   a   ream,   without 
reckonini^the  carriairey  for  Ifi  3  .7reams,   -         -         46  80 
Vll.  The  maid  receives  yeailv,  8  fiO 

The  (  arpenter.  ...    i{)'i 

The  coiipositor,     -         -         -         5216 
The  shoemaker,  alias  pupil,  alias 

florist,  alias  eni;iaver,  p***»»*,    OO 
Mr.  Lesneur,     ■         •         -         -    120 

828 


The    expenses    of    tho    School,     therefore, 
amount  U) 81,208  10 


/^ 
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On  flio.  odior  hand,  the  |)U[»ils,  aloiii;  with  W*'^**  and 
P*^^***,  ( jiltivate  ji  tii'Id  whicli  Iwo  mi'ii  coulcl  plough 
;iik1  sow  in  three  days  and  reap  in  two.  These  live  days 
woiihl  cost  810.  so  that  this  and  the  snhsciiption  for  twelve 
I'opie.''  of  the  l)issi'mi>iaf»f,  must  he  ilediuted,  leaving  a  loss 
ofi^i.liSfi  10  ets.  for  this  vear; — tiie  loss  last  vear  wasstill 
gre.'iti  r.  That  the  work  of  the  |)ii|)ils  is  not  worth  nnich, 
may  he  inferred  from  the  (inumstanrc  of  Madame  having 
to  pay  fiffy  dollais  in  produce  for  a  fence,  thoui^h  there 
Mere  \\'***  ;wul  p**»***,  ijotli  shmt  voini"'  nu'u,and  four  or 
iive  |Mij)ils  hclween  ir>  and  HO  ycai »  of  nge,  doing  little  or 
110  good. 

You  can  now  ludire  for  voursclf  frDin  those  facts.  If  you 
Tkvish  to  enlighten  the  people  and  to  make  your  Institution 
serve  that  purpose,  y(ui  have  failed  in  your  ohject.  If  you 
expect  it  to  hriug  in  money,  you  are  again  mistaken. 
AVhat  must  the  j)eo[de  think  of  ^voui  School?  That  you 
are  liheial  in  words,  but  that  your  actions  will  henelit  the 
eir.Muies  of  liberality.  This  is  not  true;  l)ut  most  persons 
Mill  say  this  to  you.  Change  the  management  of  your 
School:  take  it  into  your  own  hands;  hrin^  togetiier  the 
be>-t  teachers  and  mechanics,  and  give  them  suitable  sala- 
lies,  and  your  Institution  will  ilourish.  The  products  from 
your  fie  his  and  your  work-shops,  will  then  vi«'  with  any 
in  the  New  Orleans  market,  and  will  at  least  sujjport  the 
Sehool. 

You  will  nroliahlv  fl<;k,  why  I  make  this  letter  public? 
It  is  iu  order  to  show  the  world,  ttiat  uot  all  who,  like  Mdc. 
Fretageot,  atVcct  liberality,  are  really  liberal;  and  that  it  is 
M rong  to  refuse  libeials  our  conlideiicc,  because  there  are 
many  p..eudo-liberals. 


